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WEST  VIRGINIA  HIGHLIGHTS 

The  story  of  agriculture  today  in  West  Virginia  and  in  tlie  rest  of  the 
Nation  is  the  story  of  an  improved  agriculture.     Here  are  the  highlights  of 
progress  under  the  National  Farm  Frogram  in  West  Virginia  during  the  7  years 
since  it  was  started: 

INCOME:  Farners  Llake  More  Money---19o9  cash  income  up  57  percent  from  1932; 
buying  power  143  percent  fre*B:  1932;  farm  real  estate  values  in  1940  up  15  percent 
from  1933;  21,020  bushels  of  wheat  put  in  the  Ever-Normal  Granary  under  1939 
commodity  loans;  §11,849,828  loaned  by  Farm,  Credit  Administration  agencies  from 
1933  to  1939;  debts  of  low  income  farmers  reduced  0778,355  under  Farm  Security 
Administration  debt  adjustment  service;  29,102,000  pounds  of  surplus  foodstuffs 
distributed  to  needv  in  last  fiscal  year. 

CONSERVAT ION:  Farmers  Are  Conserving  Their  Soil--46,000  West  Virginia 
farmers  participated  in  the  1939  AAA  program,  representing  about  76  percent  of 
the  Staters  croplan.d;  263,824  acres  covered  by  5-year  agreements  v/ith  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  in  1939;  301,700  trees  distributed  for  planting  during  1939. 

SECURITY;  Farmers  Are  More  Secure  In  Their  Homes--9,507  farm,  families  re- 
ceived rural  rehabilitation  loans  totalling  more  than  $3,026,600  from  1935  to 
1940;  0548,188  made  in  grants  in  the  same  period;  50  tenant  families  started 
toward  ownership  by  loans  for  faiiii  purchases;  427  miles  of  rural  electric  lines 
to  serve  1,538  farm  fa::iilies  made  possible  by  allotm.ents  of  Rural  Electrif ication- 
12,671  more  farms  getting  central  station  electric  service  in  1939  than  in  1935. 
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DMOCRACY;  Farmers  Help  Run  The  Programs— 55  county  MJi  offices  with 
1,305  county  and  community  committeemen  administer  the  AlJ^^  program  locally^ 
55  county  comrdttees  and  16  tenant  purchase  committees  "".TOrking  on  prop;rar.i  of  Farm 
Security  Administration;  38  local  National  Farm  Loan  associatioiis  and  4  production 
credit  associations  in  operation;  7  county  land-use  planning  committees  fon-ied. 


CO^ITENTS. 
Part  One ;  Fam  Incone 

Cash  farn  incone  and  cash  inoone  from  principal  farm  products,  page  4, 
Prices  of  farn  cor.modities ,  page  5, 
Farn  purchasing  povirer,  page  6, 

Farn  real  estate  values  and  farn  foreclosures,  sales  and  bankruptcies, 

pages?  and  8. 

Payments  to  famers  under  A, A, A,  prograr.s,  page  0. 
Farn  credit  and  farn  debt  adjustment,  pages  9  and  10* 
Commodity  loans,  page  11, 

Export  paym.ents  and  distribution  of  surplus  foodstuffs,  page  11, 

Part  Tt,to;  Conservation  and  Vfise  Use  of  Agricultural  Resourcos. 
Agricultural  Conservation  programs,  page  13, 
Soil  Conservation  Service  programs,  page  14, 
Forest  Service  programs,  pages   15  and  16. 

Part  Three:  Greater  Security  and  Better  Living  on  the  Lrtnd 
Farm  Security  Administration  programs,  pages  IG,  17,  IG. 
Rural  Electrif  ication  Administration  programs,  P'-'-gG  10 • 

Part  Fo^or:  Strengthening  Dem.ocracy  through  the  Farm  Programs. 
Participation  in  A. A, A.  programs,  pages   19  ojid  20. 
Results  of  A, A, A.  referenda,  page  20. 

Farmer  coirimittees  in  the  National  Farm  Programs,  page  2D, 
Land  Use  Planning  "by  Farmers,  page  21. 


Pi\RT  Ol^IE;    Fmi  INCOME 

lYest  Virginia  fanners  in  1959  had  57  percent  nore  cash  income  than  they 
did  in  1932.    Farm  cash  income  in  "^'^est  Virginia  v/as  §42,510,000  in  1939.  Govern- 
ment payments  accounted  for  01,800,000  of  this  amount  directly.     The  1939  cash 
income  ivas  23  percent  less  than  in  1929,  when  cash  incortO  vms  $55,000,000.  Cash 
income  in  1932  \ms  v27, 000,000. 

Substantial  gains  in  cash  income  from  1932  to  1939  by  the  producers  of 
West  Virginians  most  important  farm  products  are  sho\m  in  the  follov;ing  table: 


TiiBLE  I.    Cash  Income  Received  by  West  Virginia  Farmers  for 
Principal  Commodities  Listed,  in  1932  and  in  1939, 
With  Amount  and  Porcont  of  Chanre 


•# 

i\mount  of 

•* 

Percent  of 

s      Cash  Income      1/  : 

Increase, 

• 
• 

Increase, 

Commodity 

1939  over 

• 
• 

1939  over 

;  1932 

:  1939  2/  : 

1932 

1932    • • 

(Thousands  of  dollars) 

(Percent ) 

Milk 

7,956 

9,43S 

1,477 

19 

Cattle  and  calves 

3,533 

■8,585 

5,052 

143 

Chickens  and  eggs 

'  4,994 

5,97-9- 

'985 

2f> 

Apples 

2;  043 

3,186 

i;i43- 

56 

Corn  and  hogs 

1,130 

2,6-26 

1,496 

132 

Sheep  and  lambs 

1,737 

2,06-5- 

'328 

19 

Truck  crops 

51^ 

1,946 

1,43-2- 

27-9 

Potatoes 

596 

752 

1-5-6 

2-6- 

Vfhoat 

471 

735 

2G4 

56 

Wool 

359 

641 

282 

79 

1/   Because  farm  income  statistics  are  being  revised,  all 

figures  in  this  table 

are  not  strictly 

comr>arable. 

J.. 

For  the  most 

part  figures  are 

on  a  calendar 

year  basis,  but 

there  are  a 

few  commoditie 

s  v/hich  are 

on  a 

crop  year  basis 

for  1932.    All  income  figures  in  this  table  exclude  Government  pajrmonts. 
2/  Preliminary. 

For  the  countr^^  as  a  whole  cash  farm  income  in  1939,  including  Government 
payraents,  was  82  percent  larger  than  in  1932.     Cash  farm  income  was  §4,682,000,000 
in  1932  and  $8,540,000,000  in  1939,  including  $807,000,000  in  Government  payments. 


Prices  of  Farm  Conmodities 

Better  prices  for  1/Test  Virginians  Icadin?;  Tarn  commodities  have  put  more 
cash  in  the  hands  of  the  farmers  of  the  State.     The  improvement  in  prices  re- 
ceived "by  West  Virginia  farmers  for  their  principal  comnoditleg  is  shoisrn  in  the 
follov\ring  table: 


Table  II.    Average  Prices  Received  by  West  Virginia  Farmers 
for  Commodities  Listed,  in  1932  and  in  1939 


Coinmodity 


Unit 


1932 
(Dollars) 


Milk  (wholesale) 
Hogs 

Beef  cattle 
Veal  calves 


1.80 
3.75 
4,40 
5.20 
2.85 
4.70 
.60 
.51 
.32 
.^7 
.62 
.12 
.20 
.11 
.147 
.148 


2.05 
7.10 
6.60 
8.40 
3.30 
8.00 
.88 


Sheep 

Lanibs 

l^eat 

Corn 

Oats 


.45 

,-90 

.60 

.25 

.23- 

.146 

.187 

.182 


Potatoes 
Apples 


ITool  ■ 
Butter 
Chickens 
Eggs 


Tot  1.000 


Preliminary. 


Includes  loan  corn  at  average  loan  value. 


Farn  Purchasing  Po^yer 

Both,  farn  income  and  prices  paid  by  farners  declined  sharply  fron  1&2G  to 
1332,  but  farn  incone  declined  nore.     Fron  1S32  to  1939  there  Vv'as  an  increase  in 
both  fam  incone  and  prices  paid  by  fanviers,  but  fai^.  incone  increased  noro.  Thus 
farn  buying  power  fell  off  fron  1S29  to  1932  and  clinbed  up\mrd  fron  1932  to  1939. 

For  the  United  States  as  a  vrhole  farn  buying  porrer  in  1939  v.^as  172  percent 
as  nuch  as  in  1S32  and  99  percent  of  the  1929  level.     In  other  vrords,  farners  vere 
able  to  buy  about  as  nuch  in  1939  as  in  1929  and  72  percent  ncre  than  in  1932, 

In  ITest  Virginia  farn  purchasin.g  power  in  1939  v:as  143  percent  as  nuch  as 
in  1932  and  97  percent  of  the  1929  level.     Thus  West  Virgiiiia  farners  in  1939 
vroTQ  in  a  position  to  buy  43  percent  norc;  of  the  things  they  needed  than  in  1932 
and  only  3  percent  less  than  in  1929. 

The  famor's  buying  pov/er  can  also  be  shoivn  by  the  unit  exchange  value  of 
farn  products,  nanely,  the  ratio  of  prices  received  by  farners  to  prices  paid  by 
farners  for  connodities  used  in  living  and  production,    Wiile  this  neasurenent  is 
not  available  on  a  State  basis,  West  Virginia  farners  naturally  benefited  fron 
nation-v/ide  improvonont  in  the  exchange  value  of  farn  products. 

For  -all  fam  cornoditios ,  the  unit  exchange  value  was  26  percent  higher 
in  1939  than  in  1932,     The  fcllovri.ng  table,  conparing  1939  and  1932,  shows  the 
unit  exchange  value  of  all  farn  products,  as  well  as  specified  groups  of  farn 
connodities  that  are  inportant  in  Y^est  Virginia. 
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Table  III.     Unit  Exohaiige  Value      of  ClII  Farm  Product s  and  of 
Specified  Groups  of  Coranodities  Important  in  Vfest  Virginia 


Percent  of  Base  Period 
1910-1914 


Percent 
Change 
1939  over 
1932 


1932        i  1939 


All  fam  products 
Meat  animals 
Dair^''  products 
Chickens  cjid  egr;s 


61 
59 
78 
77 


77 

86 
78 


/  26 
/  54 


/  10 


*Ratio  of  prices  received  to  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  commodities  used  in 
living  and  production,  1910-14  base. 

Farm  Real  Estate  Values 

Gains  in  farm  income,  prices  raid  buvinr;  pov^er  have  been  reflected  in 
rising  real  estate  values  on  "^'^'est  Virginia  farms*     In  the  year  ending  March  1933 
the  value  of  farm  real  estate  was  only  74  percent  of  the  period  before  the  World 
War.    Prom  this  low  point  the  estimated  value  per  acre  in  'Test  Virginia  rose  to 
85  percent  of  pre-war  for  the  year  ending  Llarch  1940.     Thus  Vi"ost  Virginia  farmers 
found  their  real  estate  worth  about  15  percent  more  early  in  1940  than  in  the 
first  part  of  1933. 

For  the  United  States  as  a  v^rhole,  in  the  year  ending  llarch  1940  farm  real 
estate  values  rose  to  85  percent  of  the  level  before  the  World  War,  compared  with 
only  73  percent  of  pre-war  in  the  year  ending  March,  1933.     The  16  percent  gain 
from  1933  to  1940  followed  more  than  a  decade  of  unbroken  decline  in  the  value 
of  farm  real  estate. 


1 


Farm  Foreclosin^es,  Sales  and  Bankruptcies 

Along  ViTith  o.  rise  in  farn  real  estate  values  since  1932,  there  v/ere  inore 
voluntary  sales  of  farms  in  West  Virginia  and  feYj-er  forced  sales  and  bankruptcies. 

Voluntary  sales  and  trades  of  West  Virginia  farms  were  22,1  per  thousand 
for  the  year  ending  March  1939,  compared  virith  18 ,3  per  thousand  for  the  year 
ending  March  1933, 

On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  forced  farm,  sales  in  the  State  declined 
from.  67.1  for  the  year  ending  March  1933  to  only  16.1  per  thousand  for  the  year 
ending  March  1939. 

Farm  bankruptcies  in  ^''est  Virginia  dropped  from  a  total  of  28  in  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1933  to  16  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1939. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  v>/iiole,  voluntary  sales  and  trades  of  farms  rose 
from  16.8  per  thousand  in  the  year  1933  to  28.2  per  thousand  in  the  year  ending 
March  1939,  and  forced  sale  of  fams  declined  from  54.1  per  thousand  to  16.8  per 
thousand  in  the  same  period;  farm  bankruptcies  in  the  entire  country  decreased 
76  percent  from  1933  to  1939. 

All  Phases  of  Farn  Program.  Contribute  to  Income  Improvonent 

Farmers  of  West  Virginia  received,  §1,123,000  in  conservation  payments 

under  the  1937  program,  $1,202,092  under  the  1933  progror.i,  and  an  estimated 

$1,578,236  under  the  1939  program,  including  county  association  expenses. 

In  addition,  under  the  Price  Adjustment  Act  of  1938  farmers  of  the  State 

received  an  estimated  §44,575  in  parity  payments  on  their  1939  production. 
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For  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  payments  under  the  1930  conservation 
program  totalled  0506,179,199,  including  county  association  expenses. 
Federal  Credit  Aids  Agriculture 

Farmers  in  ITest  Virginia  obtained  011,849,328  in  loans  from  institutions 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  from  May  1,  1933,  through 
December  31,  1939.     In  addition,  credit  was  advanced  to  a  considerable  number  of 
farmer  cooperatives  and  privately  organized  agricultural  financing  institutions. 

The  Federal  Land  Bank  of  Baltimore  making  long-term  first  mortgage  loans 
had  07,881,134  outstanding  in  ITest  Virginia  on  December  31,  1939,  including  loans 
made  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Farm  Credit  Adi:iinistration.     In  addition, 
$2,580,180  of  first  and  second  mortgage  Land  Bank  Commissioner  loans  Yiore  out- 
standing on  that  date. 

From  1933  to  1935  almost  87  percent  of  Federal  land  bank  and  Commissioner 
loans  made  in  ITest  Virginia  were  used  to  pay  off  old  debts.    Although  the  largest 
percentage  of  loans  continues  to  bo  made  for  refinancing,  since  October  1,  1935, 
some  559  West  Virginia  farmers  and  farm  tenants  have  purchased  farms,  using 
$966,100  credit  obtained  from  the  Federal  Land  Bank  of  Baltimore  and  the  Federal 
Farm  Mortgage  Corporation,  which  provides  funds  for  Land  Bank  Commissioner  loans, 
to  finance  the  purchases.     This  includes  the  resale  on  credit  terms  of  farms 
which  had  been  acquired  by  these  agencies. 
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The  4  production  credit  associations  operating  in  the  State  have  nade 
5,04G  loans  aggregating  $4,359,208  since  their  organization  in  1934.  These 
associations  nake  loans  for  all  types  of  short-tern  fam  operations.  Loans 
outstanding  on  Decerriber  31,  totalled  §826,193. 

The  Baltinore  Banlc  for  Cooperatives  nakes  locais  to  farmers'  marketing, 
purchasing,  and  fam  "business  associations.     On  Deceriber  31,  1939,  the  Baltinore 
Bcjik  had  loans  outstanding  to  West  Virginia  cooperatives  aggregating  018,738. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  vviiole,   during  the  sane  period,  individual  farners 
and  their  cooperative  organizations  obtained  05,951,000,000  in  loans  and  discounts 
fron  institutions  under  supervision  of  the  Farn  Credit  Adi.iinistraticn.     Land  bank 
loans  outstanding  on  Decenbcr  31,  1939,  totalled  Ol,  905,000,000^  Land  Banlc  Cormis- 
sioner  loans,  0691,000,000;  production  credit  associations  nunboring  520,  in  six 
years  nade  1,312,000  loons  aggregating  §1,442,000,000 j  in  the  sane  period  the  12 
district  banks  for  cooperatives  and  the  Central  Bank  nade  6,863  loans  aggregating 
0491,047,000. 
Pebt  Adjustment 

In  West  Virginia  1,297  farners,  through  the  Farn  Del^t  Adjustnent  Service 
of  the  Farm  Security  Administration,  reduced  their  debts  through  agreement  vdth 
their  creditors  by  0778,355  in  the  period  September  1,  1955  to  Decor±)er  31,  1939, 
a  debt  reduction  of  18,7  percent.    As  a  result  West  Virginia  farners  have  been 
able  to  pay  §68,667  in  back  taxes. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  vrhole,  111,131  farmers  reduced  their  debts  by 
adjustments  totalling  §84,942,798  or  23.7  percent,  and  as  a  result  have  been 
able  to  pay  more  than  §4,860,000  in  back  taxes. 
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Connodity  Loans  Froteot  InoonG 

Corn  and  v^hcct  loans  serve  to  protect  and  stajilize  fam  incor.e,  help  to 
stabilize  narkct  supplies  and  prices,  and  protect  both  consumers  and  producers 
against  the  calanity  of  crop  failure.    Under  the  1930  program  in  '.Test  Virginia 
44  vrheat  loans  v-ero  made  totallinr;  014,541.77  on  21,020  bushels  of  v^heat. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  70,000  wheat  producers  obtained  loans 
on  their  1£3C;  crop,  totalling  about  §45,000,000  on  05,700,000  bushels  of  wheat, 
and  about  235,000  producers  stored  167,000,000  bushels  cf  their  ISSQ  cr^ip  under 
Ica-ns  totalling  about  111 5, 000,000. 
Bxrorts  Aided 

TviTo  major  export  programs  for  wiisat  and  cotton  have  assisted  United  States 
producers  to  retain  their  fair  share  cf  the  vx^rld  market.     In  the  fiscal  year 
which  ended  June  30,  1039  the  first  yer.r  of  the  wheat  exp-ort  progrcjn,  IIC  million 
bushels  of  wheat  were  sold  for  export.     Of  tliis  amount,  export  of  94  mj.llion 
bushels  vra.s  assisted  directly  by  the  export  progrcm..    From  July  1  through 
December  31,  1939  sales  for  export  of  approximately  24-|-  million  bushels  jf  wheat 
and  wheat  in  the  form  of  flour  were  assisted  by  the  continuing  export  programs. 

How  the  Tv'heat  prog  rem  has  operated  to  improve  the  domestic  vrheat  prices 
in  the  last  year  and  a  half  is  shown  in  the  following:     In  August  1938  the 
average  U.  S.  farm  price  was  34  cents  under  the  Liverpool  price.     In  ^'^ugust  1939, 
the  U,  S,  price  was  about  3  cents  above  Liverpool.     Since  Liverpool  is  normally 
about  30  cents  over  the  domestic  farm  prioo,  this  meant  the  U.        farmer  xtcs 
receiving  about  33  cents  a  bushel  m^ore  for  his  wheat  than  if  his  price  had  been 
based  on  the  world  Thrice. 
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Domestic  Consunption  Increased 

Expanded  domestio  distribution  and  consunption  of  surplus  farn  products 
was  "brought  about  through  two  types  of  pror;;rans;  direct  purchase  of  connoditios 
for  distribution  to  needy  fcariilies  through  State  vj-elfare  agencies,  and  the  Food 
Order  Stamp  Plan  v/hich  puts  increased  food  buying  povrer  directly  into  the  hands 
of  low-incone  fanilies. 

In  West  Virginia  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1939,  29,102,000 
pounds  of  surplus  foodstuffs  were  distributed  by  the  Federal  Surplus  Cornnodities 
Corporation,  compared  mth  a  total  of  1,970,079,155  pounds  distributed  throughout 
the  United  States  in  the  same  period. 

Commodities  purchased  in  'Yost  Virginia  included  9,300  barrels  of  T/hite 

flour. 
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PART  TWO:    CONSERVATION^  AND  WISE  USE  OF  AGRICULTURAL  RESOURCES 


Income  improvement  and  conservation  of  natural  resources  have  gone  hand 
in  hand  in  West  Virginia  since  1933. 

Under  the  first  agricultural  conservation  program  in  1936  about  16,000 
\7est  Virginia  farmers  participated.    Of  the  total  cropland,  about  32  percent,  or 
683,000  acres,  '^vas  covered  bv  applications  for  paments.    A  total  of  3^,081 
acres  was  diverted  from  soil-depleting  crops.    Soil-building  practices  were  put 
into  effect  on  about  193,300  acres  as  follows:    New  seedings  of  legumes  and 
legume  mixtures,  perennial  grasses  for  pasture,  and  green  manure  crops  -  121., 395 
acres  I  fertilizer  and  lime  applications  -  71^830  acres*  and  forest  tree  planting 
-  72  acres. 

West  Virginia  farmers  have  continued  to  participate  actively  in  the  AAA 
programs.    There  were  28,718  payees  in  the  1937  program  and  40,286  in  the  1938 
program.    Applications  for  payments  covered  1,050,100  acres,  or  52  percent  of 
the  cropland  in  the  State-  under  the  1937  program  and  1,3A4,000  acres,  or  69 
percent  of  the  cropland,  under  the  1938  program. 

Soil-building  practices  were  put  into  effect  in  the  State  as  follows 
under  the  A/iA  prograjns  for  1937  and  1938: 


Unit 


1937 


1938 


New  socdings  acres 

Green  manure  ejid  cover  crops  acres 

Forest  tree  practices  acres 

Fertilizer  and  lime  applications  tons 


751 
168,680 


225,081 
26,842 


320,985 
26,389 


905 
264,965 
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In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  under  the  1Q3G  Agricultural  Conserx^ation 
Progran,  nev/  seedings  30,075,000  acres,  and  rreen-nanure  and  cover  crops 
25,244,000  acres.     Fertilizer  cjid  line  applications  totalled  5,547,000  tons. 
Forest  tree  practices  covered  107,000  acres  and  pasture  practices  about 
2,205,000  acres.     Protected  sunrier  fallov/,  strip  cropping,  contour  farning,  and 
listing  wore  carried  out  on  15,090,000  acres.     Terracing  was  carried  out  to  the 
extent  of  392,036,000  linear  feet. 
Soil  Conservation  Service  Activities 

In  addition  to  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program,  many  West  Virginia 
farmers  have  signed  five-year  agrooments  v/ith  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  for 
complete  programs  of  erosion  control  and  good  land  management.    As  of  December  31, 
1939,  1,751  farms  including  2G3,G24  acres  have  been  placed  under  such  agreements. 
This  figure  includes  land  in  Soil  Conservation  projects,  CCC  ccmp  soil  conserva- 
tion vrork  areas,  and  farms  planned  cooperatively  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
and  State  Extension  Service. 

Approximately  13,415  acres  unsuited  to  continued  cropping  have  been 
purchased  and  developed  for  uses  for  v^hich  this  land  is  better  suited,  principally 
forestry  and  grazing  under  the  Lrjad  Utilization  Program. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  vfhole,  a  total  of  40,267,000  acres  of  farm  land 
in  02,000  farms  were  covered  by  5-ycar  contracts  v/ith  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  up  to  June  30,  1939.     Soil  Conservation  Service  demonstration  areas  now 
include  60,847,000  acres.     Soil  Conservation  Districts,  numbering  217,  covered  a 
coirbined  area  of  120,000,000  acres  of  the  Nation's  1,900,000,000  acres  of  land 
by  January  1,  194-0,  mth  another  100  districts  in  process  of  organization.  ITithin 
the  217  organized  districts  were  1,000,000  farms. 
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Approximately  0,600,000  c.^ros  of  land  unsuited  to  continued  cropping 
have  been  purchased  and  developed  for  uses  for  ivhich  this  land  is  better  suited, 
principally  forestry  and  grazing;. 
Forest  Conservation  ojid  Reforestation 

Approximtely  65  percent  of  the  117,000  farms  in  West  Virginia  contain 
woodland,  and  farn  woodlands  in  the  aggregate  anount  to  3,600,000  acres,  or  about 
30  percent  of  the  State's  farm  area. 

Forest  conservation  and  reforestation  on  both  public  and  private  lands  in 
'Jest  Virginia  have  been  advancing  rapidly  from  1932  to  1940.     Under  the  Clarke- 
MclJary  law,  ?/-hich  provides  for  Federal-State  cooperation  in  the  production  and 
distribution  of  trees,  301,700  trees  were  distributed  for  planting  on  farm  lands 
during  1939.     Extensive  plantings  of  forest  trees  also  are  made  on  farm  lands 
under  agreement  v/ith  the  Soil  Conservation  Service. 

The  U.  S.  Forest  Service  administers  899,474  acres  in  the  Monongahela 
National  Forest  in  West  Virginia.     Under  the  provisions  of  the  Weeks  Law  m.ore 
than  500,000  low-producing  acres  have  been  purchased  or  approved  for  purchase 
by  the  National  Forest  Reservation  Commission  in  6  years.     ThJ^ough  protection 
and  careful  m.anagemont  they  are  rapidly  being  restored  to  productivity. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1939  m.ore  thcji  270,000  people  visited  the 
Monongahela  national  Forest  for  recreation  purposes,  many  of  them  using  the  7 
developed  camp  grounds.     2,737,000  board  feet  of  timber  valued  at  §0,242  v^ere  cut 
on  this  National  Forest  in  the  past  fiscal  year. 

During  1939,  445  acres  were  reforested  by  planting,  bringing  the  total 
National  Forest  land  successfully  planted  in  West  Virginia  to  9,504  acres. 


1 
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111  the  United  States  as  a  v/holG,  the  national  forest  system  nov/  includes 
about  175  nillion  acres  in  40  States,    More  than  12  million  acres  have  been 
purchased  or  approved  for  purchase  for  national  forests  since  llarch  1933,  about 
2^  tines  as  nuch  land  as  vj-as  purchased  for  national  forests  in  the  preceding  22 
years.    Approximately  125  million  trees  produced  lar£;ely  in  Forest  Service 
nurseries  were  planted  during  1930  on  131,000  acres  of  national  forest  land. 

In  the  Prairie  States  Forestry  Shelterbelt  Project  of  the  Forest  Service 
125  nillion  trees  have  been  used  in  11,000  miles  of  nlantinrs  and  provide  pro- 
tection  for  about  3  million  acres  of  land,  in  the  Groat  Plains,  where  protection 
is  especially  needed. 

About  314,000  trees  vrorc  planted  on  farm  lands  in  1938  in  the  farm 
forestry  program  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  and  55  mdllicn  trees  ViTore 
distributed  for  farm  planting  under  Forest  Service-State  cooperation  through  the 
Clarke-liclTary  lav7. 

Under  the  A.A..^.  program,  in  1930  about  55,445  acres  of  farm  land  were 
planted  to  forest  trees, 

PAilT  THREE:  GHEATER  SECUHITY  .'JID  BETTER  LIVIITG  ON  THE  L-IITO 

Aside  from  the  prograri  designed  to  provide  greater  equality  of  income  for 
agriculture  as  a  whole,  and  nation-wide  conservation  practices,  special  attention 
has  been  given  to  more  needy  farm  farailies  requiring  additional  aid  to  become 
self-supportinr.     Special  prorrans  have  been  directed  to  lev/- income  farmers  suf- 
fering  from  such  additional  handicaps  as  drought,  poor  faming  practices,  worn-out 
or  inadequate  land,  unsound  tenure  conditions,  or  over^^helming  debt. 

From  1935  to  1940  in  West  Virginia,  the  Farm.  Security  Administration  aided 
9,507  farrx  fconilies  with  rural  rehabilitation  loans  aggregating  sv3,02S,60C  to 
enable  them  to  get  a  new  start  and  again  become  self-supporting. 
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By  following  conplcte  fam  and  hone  nana^enent  plans  in  193Q,  6,024 
rehabilitation  borrowers  in  VJ"est  Virrinia  had  an  avcrare  net  income  of  OGO^.GO 
per  faiiily  as  compared  ivlth  ^501.32  in  the  year  before  they  ccj.\e  to  F,  S.  A.  for 
help,  an  increase  of  19  percent,  and  increased  their  average  net  worth  over  and 
abcvu  all  debts  by  16  percent  in  the   same  period.     Thus  these  families  had  added 
Si, 097, 661  to  the  virealth  of  their  communities  and  increased  their  otvii  Cuimual 

i 

inco-ies  by  a  total  of  5770,003.    The  typical  rehabilitation  family  in  West  Virginia 
has  borrovrod  0436,55  and  already  has  repaid  $93.14.    l;7est  Virginia  rehabilitation 
borrowers  in  1939  produced  52,327,364  Y;orth  of  goods  for  hone  consuiription,  con- 
pared  Yfith  51,952,637  worth  before  entering  the  Farm  Security  Adraini  strati  on 
program.     In  1939  these  fomilies  ci^.ned  an  average  of  417  quarts  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  per  family,  for  homo  consumption;  produced  an  average  of  537  gallons 
of  milk  per  family;  and  an  average  of  almost  13  tons  of  forage  per  family.  Re- 
habilitation borrowers  in  West  Virginia  are  now  operating  an  average  of  102  acres, 
an  increase  of  4-|-  acres  since  they  cone  to  the  program.     This  increased  acreage, 
while  not  adding  materially  to  the  production  of  commercial  crops,  has  maintained 
a  better  diet  for  these  families. 

At  the  close  of  1939,  1,613  West  Virginia  fcxiilies  had  received  grants  for 
energency  relief  aggregating  5340,100. 

Under  the  Banldie ad- Jones  ii.ct  loans  for  farm  purchases  were  made  to  50 
tenant  fcu-nilies  in  West  Virginia  as  of  December  31,  1939,  aggrerating  5290,001. 


4 

f 


-  18  - 

In  the  United  States  as  a  v/hole,  from  1935  to  1040,  the  Farn  Security 
Administration  aided  approximately  000,000  farm  families  with  rehabilitation 
loans.     By  follovfing  com.plete  farm  cjid  hone  management  plans,  360,000  of  those 
"borroY/ers  oovered  by  a  survey  in  1939  had  increased  their  net  v;orth  over  and 
above  all  debts  by  26  percent,  and  their  production  of  food  for  hone  consumption 
by  64  percent.     The  average  borrower  reported  increasing  his  net  v/orth  by  more 
than  0232,40  since  coning  into  the  prograr.i. 

The  Farm  Security  Administration  has  made  rehabilitation  loans  totalling 
more  than  0370,000,000  since  1935.     Although  these  loans  are  usually  made  for  a 
period  of  five  years,  and  much  of  the  money  is  not  yet  duo,  these  farmers  who 
could  not  get  adequate  credit  from  any  other  source  already  have  repaid  more  than 
$130,000,000  into  the  U.  S.  Treasur^%    Ultimately  it  is  expected  that  at  least 
00  percent  of  those  loans  v.'-ill  be  collected. 

Under  the  Benkhead- Jone s  Act,  loans  for  farm  purchases  were  made  to 
6,676  tenant  families  by  December  31,  1939. 
Rural  Electrification 

By  June  30,  1939,  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  had  made  allot- 
ments in  V'j'est  Virginia  aggregatinr  0503,000  for  the  construction  of  427  miles  of 
line  to  serve  1,530  farm  families. 

By  June  30,  1939,  16,318,  or  14.7  percent  of  the  farms  in  the  State,  had 
central  station  service,  compared  i^dth  3,647,  or  3,5  porcer±  having  central 
station  service  before  the  R.E.A,  began  operations  in  1935.     This  is  a  not  in- 
crease of  12,671  farms  or  347.4  percent.     Surveys  showed  that  55  percent  of 
Vfest  Virginia  farms  served  by  R.E.A.  lines  have  washing  machines j  68  percent  have 
electric  irons;  21  percent  have  electric  vacuum  cleaners;  general  utility  electric 
motors,  electric  chick  brooders  and  poultry  lighting  have  gained  favor  since  the 
beginning  of  the  program. 
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In  the  Unit 8 d  States  as  a  vrhole,  to  the  olcse  zf  1L39,  the  Rural 
Electrification  Adninistraticn  of  the  Dcpartnent  of  Af?;riculturo  has  nadc  total 
allotnents  of  0273,000,000  for  the  constnact ion  of  260,000  niles  of  line  to  serve 
600,000  farr.  fanilies.    .Uready  400,000  farns  have  been  cor-nected  to  RSil-spcn- 
sored  lines,  the  {greater  najority  of  v/hich  arc  cooperatively  nananed.     The  number 
of  electrified  fan.is  in  tho  United  States  has  r.iore  than  doubled  frcr.  1935  to  the 
present  tine,    Approxinately  25  percent  of  Anerican  farns  were  electrified  by 
Januar;y^  1,  1940,  compared  v-j-ith  10.9  percent  on  Jcjiuary  1,  1935. 

PART  FOUR:  STRMGTKSITII^  DI]LI0CR.iCY  THROUGH  THE  FI^l  PR0GR.J:S 

Donocracy  has  been  both  the  end  and  the  n^eans  of  National  Farn  Fro^rans 
fron  1933  to  the  present.     Throuph  local  comitteos,  farners  have  the  responsi- 
bility for  local  adninistraticn. 

Nearly  6  nillion  of  the  nation's  6,000,000  f amors  are  participating  in 
the  -lf:ricultural  Conscrvaticn  Fro.~:ron  today.     Fartici~aticn  in  '.Vest  Vir.rinia  and 
in  the  United  States  since  the  AJJL  be-i-an  in  1933  v/as  as  follcvrs: 


If  est  Vir-'^inia 


United  States 


Nimber  of  contracts 
acccr;ted  by  AilA 


1933 
1934 
1935 


972 
4,950 
4,226 

399 


1935 

1934 
1935 


3,105,110 
3,399,779 


291,352 


1/    vfinter  Y/heat  and 


vye  contracts 


nadc  before  January  6,  1936 


I 
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'Jest  Virp;inia 


United  States 


n-uriber  of  payees  -under 
the  A£;ricultural  Con- 
servction  Pro  ercn 


1936 
1937 
1930 
li.39 


16,004 
20,710 
40,206 
46,000 


Nature  of  Reforondun 


Corn-hogs 
vJheat 

Tobcoco:  Bur ley 

om-hogs 
To^acGo:  Bur ley 
Hurley 


3,000 

,447 

J.  %j  ^  1 

6  ,  7'-J:0 

,904 

1930 

,796 

±  o  <-  J 

cunong  Wes" 

t  Virgin! 

a  farriers  shoYr 

the 

A»  ^^rc^ra: 

ms.  Inpc 

rtant  referenda 

in 

;d  vrere  as 

f  cllcvrs: 

:  Votes 

of  Partici- 

:  Pore 

Date 

2  Farr.ers 

Fc 

:  F:r 

:  ^-.^:ainst 

Oct.  1934 

5-17 

209 

71 

I-Iay,  1935 

-4G^ 

195 

71 

Jul V, 1935 

1,726 

300 

02 

Oct.  1935 

1,066 

410 

72 

A::r.  1930 

1,092 

-309 

74 

Dec.  1930 

647 

1,497 

30 

In  'Test  Virginia  in  1940  there  v-ere  266  nearlDers  and  alternates  of  county 
*,A.A,  connittoes  and  1,039  nedbers  and  alternates  of  conriunity  A, A, A,  coinnittees 
hich  administer  t?ie  Agricultui'al  Conservation  Frograr.  locally.     There  were  also 
55  county  cornittees  of  the  Farr:.  Security  Arlninistrati on  in  the  State  and  16 
county  tenant  purchase  cormitteos.     Cooperating  v.dth  the  Farn  Credit  Adnini stra- 
ion  were  30  local  hational  Fana  Loan  dissociations  and  4  Production  Credit 
issociat  ions. 

Soil  Conservation  Districts  are  organized  and  developed  under  State  laws 
y  famers,  v'ho  have  an  opportunity  to  express  thoir  preferences  both  as  to 
lanning  cjid  operations  vrithin  the  District.     By  neans  of  these  Districts  famers 
^n  coordinate  their  efforts  to  control  erosion  thoroughly  along  waterjshed  lines 
*th  technical  assistance  often  being  fij.rnishcd  by  local,  State  Cviid  Federal 
agencies. 
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Land  Use  Plcxr!nin£;  by  Farmers 

Land  Use  Plarjiinr  Coiiiriittees  study  all  arricultural  problciis,  and  how 
Federal,  State,  and  local  ar;;ri cultural  services  can  best  be  applied.  Represen- 
tative farn  people  and  a.^^ricultural  officials  arc  nenbers  of  both  county  and 
coinnunity  planning  cornnittees.     In  this  v:ay  farmers  have  a  voice  in  plarjiing  v;hat 
all  public  arricultural  arencies  vn.ll  do  in  their  coLununities . 

In  ¥est  Virginia  7  county  Land  Use  Planning  CoEBnittees,  v/ith  73  farmer 
members,  have  been  formed  and  others  xToro  expected  to  be  organized  in  1940, 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  approximately  135,000  famers  served  on 
A, A, A,  committees;  there  vtqtg  2,907  Debt  Adjustment  Co::imittoes;  1,200  Tenant 
Purchase  Committees;  and  approximately  1,500  comi-iittoes  for  rehabilitation  loans; 
about  3,700  active  National  Farm  Loan  Associations,  and  5^  Production  Credit 
Associations;  approxim^ately  370  Soil  Conservation  Districts  vrero  either  organized 
or  in  the  process  of  organization. 

There  vrore  approxim.ately  19,000  farmers  by  the  end  of  1939  participating 
as  members  of  county  Land  Use  Planning  Committees,  and  G5,000  as  members  of  com- 
munity Land  Use  Planning  Comi:iittees, 


